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Foreword 

Since our small beginnings as a medieval market town, Thornbury has gone on 

to thrive as a vibrant, characterful and desirable place to live.  There is a great 

ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ¢ƘƻǊƴōǳǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

develop a neighbourhood plan.  This plan gives communities such as Thornbury 

the opportunity to help shape the development and growth of our area.   

Since confirming our commitment to develop the plan in 2017, a determined 

group of residents has been engaged in ensuring we tap into the views of the 

population of Thornbury so we can understand and articulate those views in 

our emerging plan.  We have held public meetings, have staffed stalls at 

community events, have popped posters up in shops around the town and 

have produced surveys for local residents to complete.  Our website has kept 

residents up to date with progress.  We believe we have established a clear 

understanding of the views of our community through these events and have 

translated these views into policies that will help guide positive development 

of our town. 

Once the neighbourhood plan has passed independent examination and 

community referendum, it will be used by South Gloucestershire Council to 

assist in the determination of planning decisions affecting Thornbury, allowing 

the voices of our community to be heard in the planning system.  

Our sincere thanks go to all those in our community who have offered their 

views about the future of Thornbury and to those who have worked hard to 

bring this Plan to fruition including members of the Neighbourhood Plan 

Steering Group, Thornbury Town Council and our advisors, Lemon Gazelle. 

 

Tricia Hillier 

Chair, Thornbury Neighbourhood Plan 



1  Thornbury Neighbourhood Plan 
 
 

1 Introduction and Background 

1.1 Purpose 

This document is the Neighbourhood Plan for Thornbury.   

1.2 What is the Neighbourhood Plan? 

Neighbourhood Plans are a key component of the Localism Act 2011 and offer communities the 

opportunity to shape their environment, so they have more influence over local planning decisions.  

A Neighbourhood Plan, once made, forms part of the statutory local development plan for the area. 

Planning applications are then determined in accordance with the policies set out in both the Local 

Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan.  The Thornbury Neighbourhood Plan addresses a wide range of 

issues, all of which must be related to land use to be included in the Plan. These include: 

¶ The development of housing (type, design, tenure etc.) 

¶ Local employment and opportunities for businesses 

¶ Protecting the character and identity of Thornbury 

¶ Thornbury town centre and the provision of services and facilities 

¶ Green and open spaces and connections 

¶ Protecting the natural environment and mitigating against the impact of climate change 

¶ Transport and access issues 

bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
documents and must also follow the National Planning Policy Framework 2019 which sets out the 
structure for the planning of sustainable development.  In April 2020, the Joint Spatial Plan was 
formally withdrawn from the examination process. The Core Strategy and Policies, Sites and Places 
Plan for 2006-2026 remains the adopted local development plan in place, together with the Policies, 
Sites and Places Plan which was adopted in November 2017.    

1.3 Preparing the Plan 

The production of the Neighbourhood Plan has been led by a group of volunteers from Thornbury, 

together with members of the Thornbury Town Council.  A Steering Group was formed to guide the 

development of the Plan, with engagement with local residents about how Thornbury should be 

shaped in the future informing the Plan. 

1.4 Submitting Body 

This Neighbourhood Plan is submitted by Thornbury Town Council, which is a qualifying body as 

defined by the Localism Act 2011. 
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1.5 Neighbourhood Area 

The Neighbourhood Plan applies to the Parish of Thornbury in the county of South Gloucestershire. 

It encompasses the area shown in Figure 1 (below) 

1.6 Structure of this Document 

This document is set out in the following sections: 

¶ How the Plan was developed and how it seeks to address the views of our residents 

¶ Information about the Parish of Thornbury 

¶ The vision and strategic objectives that have been developed from listening to our residents 

¶ Sections on policy areas including: 

o Identity and coherent development 

o Housing  

o Town centre and economy 

o Services and facilities 

o Sustainable development and connectivity 

o Travel, transport and parking 

The way that the Vision, Objectives and policies are linked together is mapped in Appendix B. 

¶ How the Plan will be implemented and compliance with the Plan monitored 

¶ Issues which cannot be included in the Neighbourhood Plan but which we seek to address 
through separate processes 

¶ Appendices 
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Figure 1. Map of Thornbury Neighbourhood Plan Area 




































































































































